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ZAIRE STATE COMMISSIONER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION MANDUGU BULA NY ATI'S STATEMENT DELIVERED AT 
THE 7TH SPECIAL SESSION OF THE UNGA CONTAINED THE 
FOLLOWING (VERBATIM) PARAGRAPHS ON LAW OF THE SEA: 

QUOTE: THE PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE THAT ZAIRE ATTACHES TO 
THE PROTECTION OF NATURE GIVES IT A VERY MARKED INTEREST 
IN PROBLEMS RELATING TO THE SEABED. WE KNOW THAT THE MAJOR 
POWERS HAVE CERTAIN CLEAR AMBITIONS. FOR OBVIOUS REASONS, 
REGARDING THE SEABED, WHICH CONTAINS MINERALS USEFUL FOR 
THEIR DEVELOPMENT, BUT THE QUESTION ARISING NOW IS THAT 
OF WHETHER THE PRINCIPLES OF THE INTERNATIONAL LAW OF THE 
SEA, WHICH DATES A LONG TIME, TO THE PERIOD WHEN THE EUROPEAN 
CONQUERORS DIVIDED UP THE OCEANS AND THE SEAS AMONG THEM- 
SELVES IN ORDER TO CONTROL THEM TO THEIR OWN PROFIT 
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THE SAME FOOTING OF EQUALITY THE MASTERS AND THE SERVANTS 
OF YESTERDAY. 

WE HONESTILY BELIEVE THAT IN VIEW OF THE NEW NATURE OF THE 
RELATIONS BETWEEN STATES OF THE WORLD AND THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE 
NEED TO ESTABLISH A NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER WE 
SHOULD NOW BEGIN TO REVISE COMPLETELY THE PRINCIPLES 
GOVERNING THE INTERNATIONAL LAW OF THE SEA. FOR WE CANNOT 
FORGET THAT IT WAS IN FACT MADE TO MEASURE BY AND FOR 
THE INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES. 

TODAY, AS WE RECOGNIZE THE POSSIBILITY OF INTERNATIONAL 
SOLIDARITY WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF A NEW INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC ORDER. WE SHOULD REDEFINE THE NEW PRINCIPLES OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL LAW OF THE SEA. THIS REDEFINITION, WHICH 
SHOULD TAKE ACCOUNT OF THE TRUE EVOLUTION OF THE HUMAN 
RACE AND THE AGE-OLD PHYSICAL RELATIONS BETWEEN THE VARIOUS 
CONTINENTS, SHOULD BE THE TASK OF OUR ORGANIZATION. 

CONSEQUENTLY WE VENTURE TO HOPE THAT OUR APPEAL WHICH WE 
ISSUE FROM THIS ROSTRUM OF THE UNITED NATIONS TO THE IN- 
DUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES WILL BE HEEDED AND THAT THE NEXT 
UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE LAW OF THE SEA WILL TAKE 
ACCOUNT OF IT. IN THE MEANTIME, WE HOPE, IN THIS SPIRIT 
OF EQUITY AND JUSTICE WHICH WE ALL DEFEND, THAT THE 
INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES WILL USE THEIR TECHNICAL 
SUPERIORITY TO EXPLOIT ARBITRARILY THE MINERALS HIDDEN 
IN THE SEABED AND THAT THEY WILL COMPLY WITH DECISIONS 
THAT WILL BE TAKEN JOINTLY BY ALL MEMBERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
PARTICIPATING IN THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE LAW OF 
THE SEA. END QUOTE. 
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